
 

 
The purpose of Immanuel Lutheran Church is to use our faith to share God’s love and grace to all.   Page | 1 

 

Immanuel Monthly 
December 2022 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
400 E Iowa Ave, George, IA  51237 

(712) 475-3626 | www.immanuelgeorge.com 
 

Join us Sundays at 10:30 a.m. All are welcome! 

JOIN US FOR AN ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 
Do you really know the Christmas story?  
 
If you are envisioning an image of Jesus in a stable 
surrounded by shepherds and wise men, you may 
not know it as well as you think. 

 
Join Pastor Jeremy at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 14 as he looks at 
the Christmas story as it is presented in the pages of the Bible. This class is in 
combination with confirmation students. 

 

CAROLERS WANTED DECEMBER 21 
On the third Wednesday of every month, our youth 
partake in a service activity. And this month, 
they’re inviting the congregation to join them as 
they go out caroling. 
 
We will gather at church at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, December 21, then proceed to 

spread Christmas cheer through our music. The more people we have the more 
cheer we can spread. 
 
We hope many of you can participate in this festive event! 

‘TIS THE SEASON 
FOR SNOW, ICE 

A note about inclement 
weather 
 

We know it’s coming, yet we still 
dread it … the heavy snow, the ice, 
the frigid temperatures. 
 
Should the weather impact our Faith 
Night activities (KFC, Confirmation 
& HS Bible Study), an 
announcement will be made on 
Facebook, through email, on KIWA 
radio and via text message. 
 
If George-Little Rock has an early 
out or no school, there will be no 
Faith Night activities. 
 
This same process will also be used 
for Sunday worship: Facebook 
announcement, email, KIWA radio 
alert. 
 
As always, use your best judgment 
and stay safe! 

http://www.immanuelgeorge.com/
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SUMMER CAMP SCHEDULE OPEN 

Avoid waiting lists – register early! 
 
Avoid the stress of hoping a spot opens 
while you're on the waiting list. Get into the 
camp program that works best for your 
camper! 
 
The council would like to send Immanuel 
youth and their friends to camp again this 
year! Registrations are already open for this 
summer, and the early bird registration 
deadline ends in early March. 
 
Take a look at the summer 2023 youth 
camp schedule: https://www.okoboji.org/youth. Anyone interested in this opportunity 
should talk to Pastor Jeremy or a council member. 

 

MEET YOUR COUNCIL MEMBERS 
A new series where we’ll get to know the church council through a short Q&A! 
 

Introducing council treasurer Amy Phelps! Her 
term ends this month (December). 

She’s been married to Randy for 23 years, 
and they have two children: Daughter Kaitlyn, 
age 16 and Son Colin age 14 

What is something you like to do when you 
have free time?  I love to cook and bake, go 
hiking, explore museums, travel, enjoy live 
music, play scrabble, and relax with my 
family. 

Where are you most aware of God’s 
presence?  I feel most aware of God's 
presence while out in nature, enjoying His 
amazing creation. 

What is a memorable quote or scripture 
verse that has impacted you? Exodus 15:2 

The Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my salvation. He is my God, 
and I will praise him, my Father's God, and I will exalt him. 

What are you learning about yourself lately? That the older my children become, 
the faster time seems to go by. And that I have so many different interests and 
hobbies, that the path of learning and new experiences will be a never-ending 
journey for me. 

 
DECEMBER 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 

• 6th - Ryan & Khristy Funk 

• 11th - Harris & Bev Kaster 

• 15th - Justin & Melissa Bathke 

• 21st - Joe & Marlene Quincy 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

• 1st – Mary Behrens 

• 1st - John Grotluschen 

• 2nd - Cristopher Everhart 

• 3rd - Mila Jean Kruse 

• 10th - Brent Jorth 

• 13th - Dawson Krahling 

• 13th - Merrill James Weish 

• 15th – Mike Hoing 

• 17th - Glenda Heidloff 

• 18th - Penelope Welsh 

• 20th - Clay Hansmann 

• 20th - Emersyn Shanker 

• 22nd - Sadie Krahling 

• 22nd - Marshall VandeKamp 

• 26th - Kayleen Bathke 

• 27th - Norene Funk 

• 28th - Lynn Grotluschen 

• 28th - Deb Hansmann 

• 28th - Steven Kruse 

• 28th - Marlene Quincy 

• 29th - James Luenberger 

• 29th - Kari Matuska 

  

Amy Phelps and her family at 

Grand Canyon National Park 

(South Rim) 

https://www.okoboji.org/youth
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR JEREMY 
Waiting is the hardest part 

It has happened again. 

I shouldn’t be surprised as it seems to occur around this same 

time every year. Yet, once again, I am left frustrated by a box 

with fancy paper all over it. 

My wife has started wrapping Christmas presents, and I hate 

it.  

It’s not that I have some weird hatred of wrapping paper, or that 

I am some super neat freak and can’t stand the presence of 

presents.  

No, what drives me crazy 

is that I know some of 

those presents have my 

name on them. That 

among the boxes there 

are presents for me which 

I cannot open … until 

Christmas. Oh, the 

torture! 

There they sit every day 

as I walk past, covered in 

their shrouds of mystery 

as to what they may hold. They mock me as I am helpless to 

see through their walls of oversized snowflakes and happy little 

snowmen. 

Maybe I am being a little dramatic, but seriously the waiting 

game is a hard one. Especially when you are waiting for 

something you really want. Which is probably why we have 

such a hard time with Advent. 

Advent is supposed to be a time of waiting to help get us ready 

for Christmas, but we just ignore it and go right for the good 

stuff. We put up decorations and crank up our favorite 

Christmas music. We put on special sweaters and bake 

delicious cookies. We do all this because we are excited about 

what is to come, and we just don’t want to wait for it.  We just 

can’t wait for Christmas to finally get here! So, we start 

celebrating it before it does. 

It seems Christmas starts coming earlier and earlier every year. 

Which is a good thing in a way, as it means we are so excited 

we just can’t wait. Nothing wrong with being excited. 

It is just not a very Advent thing. Advent is all about waiting. It’s 

a time for us to remember the waiting Israel felt for so many 

years awaiting their coming King. A waiting we see in the 

prophets. A waiting we see in the psalms. A waiting we see in 

the lives of the disciples. You think waiting to open Christmas 

gifts is hard? Try waiting for the savior of your people to show 

up! Especially when you are facing some really hard times and 

desperately need that savior. 

It was a wait that was well worth it though, for Jesus did come. 

The Messiah did come. Salvation did come. And it was a 

salvation well beyond what anyone could have possibly 

expected. Salvation not just for Israel, but for the whole world. 

Salvation which we are experiencing this very day. Salvation 

we never have to wait for. Which is probably why we can get 

so excited about Christmas even before it gets here 

 For us, Christmas is here because Christ is here. We don’t 

have to wait to see what God will do because God is already 

doing it. 

If you want to really celebrate Advent, don’t put up those lights 

yet. You probably better stay away from the radio and TV for a 

while yet as well. Ah, who am I kidding nobody is going to wait 

for Christmas. 

You know what though? That is OK. You don’t have to be a 

good Advent follower and wait. Let’s just celebrate that Christ 

has come. Maybe we can celebrate the fact that we don’t have 

to wait while we remember the waiting that is Advent. It may 

not be Christmas yet, but Christ has come. Christ is here. Christ 

is always here. That will forever be a reason to celebrate. 

Pastor Jeremy Winter may be reached through email at 

jwinter001@gmail.com, the church office: (712) 475-3626, 

or on his cell phone: (712) 389-2747. 

 

 

 

mailto:jwinter001@gmail.com
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THIS MONTH AT IMMANUEL:  DECEMBER 2022 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

4 
9:15 Adult Bible Study 

9:30 Christmas 
Program Practice 

10:30 Worship 
w/communion 

5 6 7 
Faith Night at 

Immanuel 

6-6:30 Youth Meal 

6:30-7:30 KFC, HS 
Bible Study 

8 
9:00 Candy sack 

filling 

9 10 

11 
9:15 Adult Bible Study 

10:30 Sunday School 
Christmas Program 

Council meeting 
following worship 

12 13 14 
Faith Night at 

Immanuel 

6-6:30 Youth Meal 

6:30-7:30 KFC, HS 
Bible Study 

6:30 Advent Bible 
Study w/confirmation 
students 

15 16 
Deadline for January 

Newsletter 
Submissions 

17 

18 
9:15 Adult Bible Study 

9:30 Sunday School 

10:30 Worship 
w/communion 

19 20 21 
Faith Night at 

Immanuel 

6-6:30 Meal 

6:30-7:30 Service 
Project: Caroling 

22 23 
 

24 

 

6:30 p.m. 

25 

 

10:30 Worship 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

 
New Year’s Eve 

 

  

DECEMBER/JANUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
USHERS – December: Mark Dickmann; January: Ryan Funk 

SOUND/POWERPOINT 

• Dec 4: Greg Ver Steeg & Sosie Ver Steeg 

• Dec 11: Gregory Stueven & Aiden Bathke 

• Dec 18: Clay Hansmann & Fred Landis 

• Dec 25: Henry Ver Steeg & Lillian Jorth 

• Jan 1: Richard Heidloff & AJ Landis 

• Jan 8: Lexi Landis & Sosie Ver Steeg 

• Jan 15: Greg Ver Steeg & Aiden Bathke 

• Jan 22: Gregory Stueven & Bennett Jorth 

• Jan 29: Fred Landis & Lillian Jorth 

GREETERS 

• Dec 4: Rich & Marla Ahrenholtz 

• Dec 11: Mark & Mary Behrens 

• Dec 18: Steve & Darla Kruse 

• Dec 25: Darlene Woelber & Angie McConnell 

• Jan 1: Rich & Marla Ahrenholtz 

• Jan 8: Dave & Cathy Huff 

• Jan 15: Steve & Darla Kruse 

• Jan 22: Dale Garlic & Ida Mae Kruger 

• Jan 29: Bev Strenge & Marilyn Van Gelder 

READERS 

• Dec 4: Mary Behrens 

• Dec 11: Gregory Stueven 

• Dec 18: Amanda Jorth 

• Dec 25: Kristi Landis 

• Jan 1: Glenda Heidloff 

• Jan 8: Cathy Huff 

• Jan 15: Richard Heidloff 

• Jan 22: Marla Ahrenholtz 

• Jan 29: Brent Jorth 

ACOLYTES 

• Dec 4: Jack & Isaiah Sandbeck 

• Dec 11: Isaiah Sandbeck & Cullen Funk 

• Dec 18: AJ Landis & Aiden Bathke 

• Dec 25: Bennett Jorth & Colin Phelps 

• Jan 1: Khoryn Funk & Leo Ver Steeg   

• Jan 8: AJ Landis & Aiden Bathke  

• Jan 15:  Aiden Bathke & Cullen Funk  

• Jan 22: Jack Denny & Isaiah Sandbeck  

• Jan 29:  Bennett Jorth & Colin Phelps 
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COUNCIL MINUTES 
November 13, 2022 

President Mark Behrens called the meeting to order at 
11:55 a.m. Julie Ver Steeg, Amy Phelps, Fred Landis, Ryan 
Funk, Mark Dickmann and Pastor Jeremy were present. 
 
Pastor Jeremy opened with devotions. 
 
Pastor's Report 
Pastor Jeremy reported that we have had one recent 
baptism and another coming up, along with four prospective 
new members! 
 
Secretary's Report 
Approved via email. 
 
Treasurer's Report 
Amy presented financial reports. She also noted that she 
will be working on the 2023 proposed budget with Lynette 
Kruger. Julie made a motion to approve financial reports. 
Mark Dickmann second, all in favor, reports approved. 
 
Evangelism & Worship 
Thanksgiving Eve service will be held at St. Paul on 
November 23. 
 
An Advent bible study (a one-night deep dive into the 
Christmas story) will be held on December 14, 6:30 pm, 
with more details to come. Christmas Eve service will be 
very similar to last year with the youth doing some of the 
readings. Time TBD. Christmas and New Year's Day 
worship will be at the regular 10:30 a.m. time. 
 
Property & Stewardship 
Mark mentioned that Fred sprayed the wasps in the bell 
closet. The problem seems to be resolved for now. A 
handicapped parking space has been designated in front of 
the west church entrance. Brad Sandbeck has agreed to 
handle snow removal again this winter. 
 
Education & Youth 
Youth Christmas program will be December 11 during 
worship. 

Old Business 
Church directory photos have arrived and been placed in 
mailboxes. Jennifer Hansmann has volunteered for the 
Meals on Wheels Director's position. More discussion was 
held around the choir loft cabinets. Jeremy asked whether 
the existing cabinets off of the choir loft could be modified 
to suit the current needs. More discussion to come on the 
future of the project. 
 
New Business 
Mark read a note from Mitzi Klingenberg specifying that 
$1000 of the Janie Krahling memorial money be earmarked 
for an emergency fund, with the remainder to be used in the 
nursery. Amy discussed the possibility of a donation to the 
G-LR Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America 
(FCCLA) group, which they will pool with other donations 
and give to Lutheran Social Services. Ryan Funk made a 
motion to give $500 from the memorial fund to the G-LR 
FCCLA. Fred second, all in favor, motion carried. Candy 
sacks will be filled on December 8 at 9:00am. Mark 
mentioned that Allison Sandbeck, Harris Kaster and Julie 
Ver Steeg will be on the nominating committee for incoming 
council members. The date for the 2022 Annual Meeting 
was set for January 29 following worship. Lynette Kruger 
will be resigning from her position after the Annual Meeting. 
Information about the paid position will added to the bulletin 
for the next several weeks. Anyone interested should see a 
member of the council. The council would like to send 
Immanuel kids and their friends to camp again this year! 
Registrations are already open for this summer, and the 
early bird registration deadline ends in early March. Anyone 
interested in this opportunity should talk to a council 
member. 
 
The next council meeting date was set for December 11 
following worship. Amy made a motion to adjourn. Fred 
second, all in favor, meeting adjourned and closed with The 
Lord's Prayer.  

 

BURDSALLS OPEN HOUSE 
Scott Burdsall, former pastor in Little Rock and current 
missionary to London, will be in the area the week leading 
up to Christmas. 
 
You’re invited to join him and the Burdsall Family for an 
open house at 7 p.m. on December 19 in the Town and 
Country building. Learn about how, and what, they are 
doing, but mostly join them to have good fellowship with 
folks, particularly their gracious supporters. 
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