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Immanuel Monthly 
November 2022 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
400 E Iowa Ave, George, IA  51237 

(712) 475-3626 | www.immanuelgeorge.com 
 

Join us Sundays at 10:30 a.m. All are welcome! 

ALL SAINT’S SUNDAY NOVEMBER 6 
In this past year, we have buried the following saints: Bertha DeVries, Gordon 

Shaffer, Gordon Siebring, and Janie Krahling. 

 

All Saints Sunday, celebrated on Nov. 

6 this year, is a very special day in our 

church year. It’s a day in the church 

when all the baptized who’ve gone 

before us are remembered. It’s a day of 

longing and grieving, but also of loving, 

believing and hoping. It’s a day of 

bittersweet memories of grief and 

sorrow, of a hard time, of suffering, illness, and hospitals, of the last breath of a 

person who meant the world to us – and still does. It’s a day of sweet memories of 

time that has passed, or voices silent yet still lingering in phrases, in moments and 

in remembering hearts. 

 

It’s also a day of hope and faith – to look beyond this life, beyond the losses, beyond 

the grief and separation. To the time and place where God will swallow up death 

forever and wipe away the tears from our eyes. 

 

MISSION SUNDAY: THE CRISIS IN HAITI 
The country of Haiti is currently experiencing a 

humanitarian crisis as gangs are gaining power and 

causing terror across the small Caribbean Island. 

Webert Raymond, founder of Touch of Hope Haiti, will 

be sharing how this crisis is affecting their ministry and 

community in Haiti firsthand during worship on Sunday, 

November 13. 

Our noisy offering that Sunday, along with any other 

donations, will go towards the emergency food fund. They’re currently in the 

beginning phases of food distribution but need a miracle for roads to open so food 

can get transported out of the city to their location. 

Touch of Hope operates a community school that serves 1,200+ students, cares 

for 32 children at Tytoo Gardens Orphanage, and runs Rosie's Boutique (a 

business promoting 100% Haitian made products and creating jobs in the artisan 

sector). For more information, check out www.touchofhopehaiti.com, or 

www.rosiesboutiquehaiti.com. You can also visit Rosie’s at 219 1st Avenue in Rock 

Rapids. 

 

2ND ANNUAL 
TRICK-OR-TREAT 

FOR CANS 

 
On Wednesday night, November 16, 

our Faith Night students – KFC, 

confirmation, and high school bible 

study – will once again be trick-or-

treating for canned goods around 

George. 

Residents are encouraged to leave 

their porch/outdoor light on from 6:30 

to 7:30 p.m. as students go door-to-

door collecting cans, non-perishable 

food, as well as personal care items. 

If you won't be home, leave a bag of 

items near your door. 

Adults are needed to walk with 

and/or drive students. Please 

contact Pastor Jeremy if you are able 

to help. 

http://www.immanuelgeorge.com/
http://www.touchofhopehaiti.com/
http://www.rosiesboutiquehaiti.com/
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THIS MONTH AT IMMANUEL:  NOVEMBER 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 
Faith Night at 

Immanuel 

6-6:30 Youth Meal 

6:30-7:30 KFC, 
Confirmation, HS Bible 
Study 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
All Saints Sunday 

9:15 Adult Bible Study 

9:30 Christmas 
Program Practice 

10:30 Worship 
w/communion 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
Faith Night at 

Immanuel 

6-6:30 Youth Meal 

6:30-7:30 KFC, 
Confirmation, HS Bible 
Study 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
Mission Sunday 

9:15 Adult Bible Study 

9:30 Christmas 
Program Practice 

10:30 Worship 

Coffee Fellowship for 
Norma Ubbinga’s 90th 

Council Meeting 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
Faith Night at 

Immanuel 

6-6:30 Meal 

6:30-7:30 Service 
Project Night: Trick-or-
Treat for Cans 

5:00 Bread of Life 
Distribution 

17 
 

Deadline for December 
Newsletter 

Submissions! 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
9:15 Adult Bible Study 

9:30 Christmas 
Program Practice 

10:30 Worship 
w/communion 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 
 
7:00 Thanksgiving 
Service at St. Paul 
Lutheran 

24 

 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
9:15 Adult Bible Study 

10:30 Worship 

 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

   

 

  

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Ushers – November: Mark Behrens; December: Mark Dickmann 

SOUND/POWERPOINT 

• Nov 6: Clay Hansmann & Aiden Bathke 

• Nov 13: Henry Ver Steeg & Fred Landis 

• Nov 20: Richard Heidloff & Lillian Jorth 

• Nov 27: Alexis Landis & AJ Landis 

• Dec 4: Greg Ver Steeg & Sosie Ver Steeg 

• Dec 11: Gregory Stueven & Aiden Bathke 

• Dec 18: Clay Hansmann & Fred Landis 

• Dec 25: Henry Ver Steeg & Lillian Jorth 

GREETERS 

• Nov 6: Fred & Kristi Landis 

• Nov 13: Clay & Deb Hansmann 

• Nov 20: Brent & Amanda Jorth 

• Nov 27: Dave & Kathy Huff 

• Dec 4: Rich & Marla Ahrenholtz 

• Dec 11: Mark & Mary Behrens 

• Dec 18: Steve & Darla Kruse 

• Dec 25: Darlene Woelber & Angie McConnell 

READERS 

• Nov 6: Mark Behrens 

• Nov 13: Marla Ahrenholtz 

• Nov 20: Cathy Huff 

• Nov 27: Mary Behrens 

• Dec 4: Darlene Woelber 

• Dec 11: Gregory Stueven 

• Dec 18: Amanda Jorth 

• Dec 25: Kristi Landis 

ACOLYTES 

• Nov 6: Isaiah Sandbeck & Cullen Funk 

• Nov 13: AJ Landis & Aiden Bathke 

• Nov 20: Bennett Jorth & Colin Phelps 

• Nov 27: Khoryn Funk & Leo Ver Steeg 

• Dec 4: Jack & Isaiah Sandbeck 

• Dec 11: Isaiah Sandbeck & Cullen Funk 

• Dec 18: AJ Landis & Aiden Bathke 

• Dec 25: Bennett Jorth & Colin Phelps 
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR JEREMY 

The Power in Sharing a Meal Together 
 

A nice big moist turkey 

surrounded by heaping 

piles of stuffing, mashed 

potatoes, gravy, beans, 

carrots, corn, and don’t 

forget the cranberry 

sauce. Oh, what’s that 

coming out of the 

kitchen? Pumpkin Pie! I 

think I can find a place for 

that. Are you hungry yet? 

 

There is nothing like Thanksgiving. Sure, we may call it a 

day of thanks, but really, we are celebrating food. What a 

day! It seems odd when you think about it. To have a 

holiday revolve around food. Then again most of our 

holidays are pretty food centric. Whether it be 

Thanksgiving, or Christmas, or Easter, and New Year’s, 

or even the Fourth of July. 

 

All these holidays have food attached to them. Food 

which lasts in our memories and makes these days 

special. There is just something about food. About sitting 

down together for a big meal that sticks with us. And I 

don’t just mean in the hips. There is a lot of power in 

having a meal together. It forms relationships and creates 

memories. All these holidays in which food plays such an 

important part are also holidays that aren’t the same if I’m 

not eating that food with family. It is not the food itself that 

is special, but the bonds formed over the food that 

matters. There is power in sitting down to eat together. 

 

Which is why the Bible itself is full of stories of people 

sitting down and having a meal with one another. In the 

Old Testament whenever a visitor showed up what was  

 

the first thing that happened? Preparations for a great 

dinner began. 

 

In Jesus' own ministry so many of the settings for Jesus' 

interactions with others take place around a meal. That 

is what Jesus got in trouble for more than anything else, 

sitting down and eating with sinners. 

 

Jesus' last interaction with his disciples takes place at a 

meal as they eat their last supper together. Even when 

Jesus comes back from the dead and reveals himself to 

the two men on the road to Emmaus, it wasn’t till they 

sat down together to eat that they saw who Jesus was. 

There are so many stories throughout our Bibles about 

just how powerful and meaningful sitting down for a 

meal together is. 

 

Who do you sit down to eat with? Who do you enjoy a 

meal with? One of the things I really love about our 

worship service is that we incorporate a meal in it. Now, 

I have to admit, Communion isn’t much of a meal. Yet it 

kind of is. We are still gathering together to eat and drink 

with one another. To taste the meal set before us at 

Christ’s table. It doesn’t matter who you are, you are 

welcome at that table. People of all races and 

nationalities. People from every stage of life. The rich, 

the poor, the healthy, the sick, the well, and the hurting 

can all join together in this meal. Everyone is welcome 

to God’s table. That is what makes it so special. 

 

Join us some Sunday and let’s have a meal together. 

Come and see just how powerful it can be. 

 

Pastor Jeremy Winter may be reached through email 

at jwinter001@gmail.com, the church office: (712) 

475-3626, or on his cell phone: (712) 389-2747. 

 

mailto:jwinter001@gmail.com
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THANKSGIVING WORSHIP SERVICE 
Let us join together in praise and thanksgiving! A 

Thanksgiving eve service will be held at St. Paul’s at 

7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 23. This is a joint 

service with Immanuel, St. John, and St. Paul churches. 

St. Paul Lutheran is located at 3483 290th Street in Hull.  

 

MEET YOUR COUNCIL MEMBERS 
A new series where we’ll get to know the church council through a short Q&A! 

Secretary Julie Ver Steeg is serving a three-year term. 
 
She’s been married to Greg for 22 
years, and they have four children: 

• Henry (16) 

• Sosie (14) 

• Leo (11) 

• Tal (8) 

• Mini Goldendoodle Evvy 
 
What is one thing you are really 
good at? Helping people look and 
feel their best in their clothes. 
 
Who is an inspirational person in your life? My friend Jennifer inspires 
me with her love for God and passion for serving others. 
 
What makes you feel most connected to God? Hiking anywhere in 
nature, but specifically Arizona. 
 
If you could go somewhere to get away, where would you go? New York 

City is my happy place! 😊 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NOVEMBER 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 

• 6th – Dennis & Ellen Hansmann 

• 30th – Mark & Ruth Dickmann 

BIRTHDAYS 

• 1st – Andrew Heidloff 

• 1st – Robin Kruckenberg 

• 2nd – Matthew Everhart 

• 2nd – Jill Karalius 

• 2nd – Kaitlyn Phelps 

• 3rd – Carl Kruse 

• 3rd – Kelsey Kruse 

• 3rd – Jim McConnell 

• 8th – Deanna Pedersen 

• 11th – Andrea Dirks 

• 12th – Lauri Starr 

• 15th – Norma Ubbinga 

• 18th – Waylon Hansmann 

• 20th – Wendy Smith 

• 21st – Amy Phelps 

• 21st – Tom Starr 

• 22nd – Ida Mae Kruger 

• 23rd – Gregory Stueven 

• 24th – Danyca Gisolf 

• 24th – Ben Starr 

• 29th – Ruth Dickmann 
  

The Ver Steeg family at Lake Sylvan. 
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COUNCIL MINUTES 
October 16, 2022 
 
President Mark Behrens called the meeting to order. Amy 
Phelps, Julie Ver Steeg, Fred Landis, Mark Dickmann 
and Pastor Jeremy were in attendance. Ryan Funk was 
absent. 
 
Pastor opened with devotions and prayer. 
 
Pastor's Report 
Pastor Jeremy reported that there are two baptisms 
coming up at Immanuel! Wednesday evening youth 
programs are going well. 
 
Secretary's Report 
Approved via email. 
 
Treasurer's Report 
Amy presented financial reports. Mark Dickmann made a 
motion to accept reports. Fred seconded. All in favor, 
financial reports approved. 
 
Evangelism & Worship 
First communion will be taking place via intinction on 
Reformation Sunday. All Saints Sunday is November 6. 
Those who have passed this year will be remembered 
during worship. Immanuel will participate once again in 
Thanksgiving Eve Sunday, to be held at St. Paul. 
 
Property/Stewardship 
The council decided not to purchase back up boiler 
pump. The electrical panel update still needs to be 
completed. Completion date TBD. The parsonage renter 
will be signing a new lease through June 2023. 

 
Fred will address the wasp issue inside the church. Greg 
and Henry Ver Steeg will be building the emergency food 
pantry box which will hold non-perishable food items for 
families in need between Bread of Life distributions. 
 
Education & Youth 
Youth Christmas program possibly held on December 
11? 
 
Old Business 
Meals on Wheels coordinator still needed. The church 
directory photos will be taken October 22 and 23. Mark 
Behrens presented the possible plans for the choir loft 
cabinets, totaling $7480. The council discussed more 
affordable options and the possibility of fundraising for 
the project. 
 
New Business 
Pastor Jeremy noted that Mid-Sioux Opportunity is 
hosting a holiday gift program for adults 60+ and/or 
disabled. The council decided to participate in purchasing 
for two households. Jeremy also suggested inviting 
representatives from Touch of Hope to speak at a Mission 
Sunday worship service at Immanuel in November. 
 
Next meeting date is November 13 following 
worship.  Amy made a motion to adjourn meeting. Mark 
Dickmann seconded. All in favor, meeting adjourned and 
closed with The Lord's Prayer. 
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